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MUSIC FRONTIERS Brings New Visions for the Future Music Ecosystem to Hamburg’s Reeperbahn Festival
Two days. The sharpest minds in music, technology and research. Real solutions, not more analysis of known problems.
Hamburg/Berlin, June 2, 2026. 
On September 17 and 18, 2026, MUSIC FRONTIERS, the conference dedicated to innovation across the music ecosystem, comes to Hamburg as part of the Reeperbahn Festival Conference, the central gathering of the international music industry and Europe’s largest club festival.
Over two days, leading international thinkers from across the music value chain will convene in Hamburg: music industry decision-makers, technology innovators, artists, (AI)researchers, and entrepreneurs. What sets MUSIC FRONTIERS apart is its premise: rather than relitigating familiar industry problems, the conference foregrounds products that already exist, models that already work, and the people building both.
MUSIC FRONTIERS takes place at Angie’s Nightclub and Schmidtchen, both located directly on Spielbudenplatz. All programming is in English.
A STRATEGIC MOVE, NOT A SATELLITE EVENT
Bringing MUSIC FRONTIERS to Hamburg as a standalone conference in cooperation with the Reeperbahn Festival is a deliberate signal. Reeperbahn Festival is where the international music industry gathers every September, and in 2026 it will meet face-to-face with the people building its future infrastructure.
MUSIC FRONTIERS 2026 x Reeperbahn Festival is not an additional conference format. It is a structural intervention for a music ecosystem that needs one.
WHAT’S ON THE TABLE
Six topic areas anchor the program:
1. Artificial intelligence and technology across the music value chain, and the practical impact on industry processes.
1. New revenue streams beyond streaming, including gaming, film, and wellness.
1. The future of music discovery and curation.
1. Direct artist-to-fan relationships and what they make possible.
1. New financing models for artists, music companies, and music tech businesses.
1. Innovation in the live sector.
These subjects are not treated as speculation. The program focuses on what is deployable now.
FORMATS BUILT FOR OUTCOMES
The conference is designed around participation, not passive consumption. MUSIC FRONTIERS 2026 x Reeperbahn Festival operates across three levels of impact:
Knowledge transfer: industry professionals from traditional music businesses gain direct access to technologies and tools, opening new business models and revenue streams.
Innovation Showcases: startups demonstrate their products live, showing not just what they’ve built, but how it solves problems the industry actually has.
Matchmaking: structured formats designed to initiate concrete partnerships between music businesses, technology companies, research institutions, and investors with effects that extend beyond the conference itself.
The full program will be published in the coming weeks at musicfrontiers.com.
Voices
“The music industry is facing one of the most significant structural shifts in its history. Building a sustainable future for the music ecosystem requires collaboration between players who have too often operated in separate worlds: music companies and technology providers. I’m genuinely excited that MUSIC FRONTIERS will take place this year in partnership with the Reeperbahn Festival, bringing together those who make and market music with those who build the tools to do it. I’m grateful to the Reeperbahn Festival for their support and for making this collaboration possible. This alignment creates real value for the entire industry. The future is something we can only build together.”
— Matthias Strobel, President, MusicTech Germany
“With MUSIC FRONTIERS, the Reeperbahn Festival Conference gains a perspective that has been missing from our program: a dedicated focus on how technological innovation is reshaping the music industry;  not in theory, but in practice. MUSIC FRONTIERS brings international pioneers from music, technology, and research to Hamburg, and we believe that creates genuine added value for our conference and our guests. Our particular thanks go to MusicTech Germany, who have been an important and innovative partner to the Reeperbahn Festival for many years.”
— Detlef Schwarte, Festival Director, Reeperbahn Festival



About MUSIC FRONTIERS
MUSIC FRONTIERS is a different kind of music conference. One that deliberately positions itself apart from conventional industry events. The focus is not on diagnosing familiar problems but on advancing concrete solutions for the music ecosystem of the future. Through a range of interactive formats, it promotes knowledge exchange between music, technology, and research. Organized by MusicTech Germany, the national association for music technology, MUSIC FRONTIERS is where innovations and business models are introduced and tested. The inaugural edition took place in Berlin in 2025. In 2026, MUSIC FRONTIERS comes to Hamburg as a standalone conference in partnership with the Reeperbahn Festival.
About MusicTech Germany
MusicTech Germany (Bundesverband Musiktechnologie Deutschland e.V.)  was founded in 2017 as the world’s first national association for music technology. Its mission is to advance collaboration between the traditional music industry and technology providers. As an independent organization, MusicTech Germany is Germany’s central authority on music technology and innovation, connecting members at regional, national, and international levels. It initiates interactive, multidisciplinary events, advises decision-makers, policymakers, executives, media professionals, and artists, and promotes interdisciplinary knowledge exchange between creative industry practitioners, researchers, and founders.
About Reeperbahn Festival
Reeperbahn Festival is Europe’s largest club festival and its most significant international music industry platform. Since 2006, the festival has presented the most compelling emerging artists from across the world. Often just before their breakthrough. Past acts include Ed Sheeran, Nina Chuba, Bon Iver, Janelle Monö, Kraftklub, Beth Ditto, Lewis Capaldi, Aurora, Dermot Kennedy, Biffy Clyro, Milky Chance, Clueso, and Sigrid. Alongside its concert program, the Reeperbahn Festival Conference offers industry professionals at every career stage a comprehensive slate of panels, keynotes, masterclasses, interviews, workshops, and networking events addressing the current questions and challenges of the international music business. Every September, Hamburg makes the case for why direct exchange remains irreplaceable in a network-driven industry.
KEY FACTS
	Event
	MUSIC FRONTIERS 2026

	Date
	September 17–18, 2026

	Location
	Hamburg, Reeperbahn Festival

	Venues
	Angie’s & Schmidtchen

	Organizer
	MusicTech Germany – Bundesverband Musiktechnologie Deutschland e.V.

	Language
	English

	Website
	musicfrontiers.com

	Tickets
	tickets.infield.live/event/music-frontiers-2026-rnf-b8u92w
All attendees holding a Reeperbahn Festival Conference Ticket receive full access to the MUSIC FRONTIERS program at no additional cost.
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